Sixteen Years of Success in Jeopardy

The Texas Air Program Works

+41.3% decrease
between 1998-2008 in
all TX industries total
toxic air pallutant
emissions

»Petroleum industry
alona had decrease of
46.4%

3 2000-2007: EPA Refinery Enforcement Initi v
&  refineries resuits in miflions of dollars in penalties & billions %
£ innew control equipment. Again, Flex Permit NOT rejected i
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In 13+ yrs., 100s of flex
permit packages sent to
EPA for CAA review. EPA
does NOT reject flex
permits
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*Qver 41% decrease
between 1998-2008 in
TX toxic air pollutants
from point sources

o s e 2w s

g |

9/07: EPA Region b sends

= letters to Flex Permit hoiders )

- isi i nitiativesto address EPA concerns

- raising concerns mwor.,_n. their Ad0{ess th neerns « Over 41% decrease
&S federal enforceability between 1998-2008 in
= TX fugitive emission

sources

12/08: Lawsuit settled, 6/30/10°.
‘deadine set for decision’ - ¢!
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Section B

Local utilities aim to cut air pollution

Austin Energy, LCRA
say plan will cut
some emissions at
power plant by 90%

By Samira Jafari
AMERICAN-STATESMAN STAFF

Austin Energy and the Lower
Colorado River Authority plan
to spend $130 million over the
next 10 years to clean up air
emissions from the Fayette
Power Plant, which provides
electricity to much of Central
Texas.

The city's electric utility and
the LCRA, which co-own two of
the three units at the coal-fired
plant near La Grange, an-
nounced Wednesday that they
have filed for a first-of-its-kind
permit with the 'Fexas Natural
Resource Conservation Com-
mission. The permit would al-
lowtheplanttoinstallscrubbers
that would cut certain types of
air emissions, including suifur
dioxide, by more than %0 per
cent. The conservation com-
misslon, which has been work-
ing with hoth agencies on the
project, has 30 days to make a
decision o the permit.

The cost would be split by the
LCRA and Austin Energy,
which say consumer rate in.
creases won't be needed because
the renovations will also im-
prove plant efficiency and wan't
require them to borrow money,

“We are saving money be-
cause we will be paying for the
project in cash,” said Ed Clark,
spokesman for Austin Energy.
“We will have to manage our
business well enough to pay for
constiuction out of operating
revenue.”

LCRA officials said they

See EMISSION, BS

What's in the air

Austin Energy and the Lower Colorado River Authority planto
spend $130 million to reduce alr emissions from the Fayette Power
Plant. Two of the pollutants expected to be reduced are:

Nitrogen oxlie — known to trigger seclous respiratory problems; al-
so deteriorates water quality and contributes to acid rain and glo-
bal warming.

Sulfur dloxide — can cause respiratory illnesses in children and eld-
eriy people and aggravate existing heart and lung diseases. Like ni-
trogen oxide, it's found in acld rain and contributes 1o the formaticn
of haze that is impairing visibitity in some pationat parks. Sutfur di-
oxide can fravel long distances, meaning damage may occur far
from where it's originaily emitted.

Source: Environmental Protection Agency
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